
 
 

Global Perceptions of Whaling: An Inquiry 

Prepared by Laura Krenicki, CGA lkrenicki@newhaven.edu, on behalf of Mystic Seaport Education 

Dimension 1: Developing Questions and Planning Inquiry 

Compelling Question: How does culture affect how we view whales? 

Supporting Questions:  Should whaling  be allowed?  If so, where?  

Themes derived from the CT Social Studies Frameworks grades 6 & 7:   Human-Environment Interaction, Global Interconnections: 

Environmental Changes, Global Interconnections: Cultural Diffusion, Human Population, Movement of People 

Dimension 2: Applying Disciplinary Concepts and Tools 

1. (GEO) Explain how cultural patterns and economic decisions influence environments and the daily lives of people. 

2. (GEO) Analyze the ways in which cultural and environmental characteristics vary among various regions of the world. 

3. (ECON) Explain barriers to trade and how those barriers influence trade among  nations. 

4. (HIST) Use questions about historically significant people or events to explain the impact on a region. 

 

Dimension 3: Evaluating Sources and Using Evidence 

Using stories at Mystic Seaport from Japan, Australia, Alaska and Massachusetts, students will discuss perceptions of whales and 

whaling around the world. www.educators.mysticseaport.org 

 Wild About Whales has resources and information about the abundance of whales in Oceania.  You may wish to have students 

explore this site on their own, or guide them toward the Aboriginal and Australian histories of whaling. 

http://www.wildaboutwhales.com.au/whales-facts/whales-in-australia 

 

 A short YouTube video about the history of whaling in Falmouth may be found here:  http://youtu.be/QxL-pylFXmE .  In 

addition,  the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute (http://www.whoi.edu/) is a helpful resource. 

 

 There are a few news and travel blogs that have some information about eating of whale meat in Japan.  This article: 

Whaling: The Meat of the Matter (http://www.japantimes.co.jp/community/2008/07/22/issues/whaling-the-meat-of-the-

matter/#.UgqWCJKTjy4) may be excerpted. 

 

 These infographics shows whaling over time: http://www.dailyinfographic.com/whaling-industry-timeline-infographic  or 

http://www.rianovosti.com/infographics/20100621/159509782.html 

Dimension 4: Communicating Conclusions and Taking Informed Action 

Students should generate their own questions and take action, and these questions may help drive the discussion: 

o If the Inupiat value the whale so much, why do they hunt the whales for food? 

o Do you think it is acceptable to hunt whales? If so, why or why not? 

o The International Whaling Commission imposes limits on how many whales the Inupiat can catch each year. 

How do you feel about this? 

o How do you think the Inupiat culture will adapt if they are not allowed to hunt whales or if they have lower 

catch limits imposed by the IWC? (Japan/Australia/USA, etc.) 

Please see the Mystic Seaport’s Education website for the rest of this unit, including handouts, assessments, and storyboards. 

file:///C:/Users/lkrenicki/Google%20Drive/Mystic%20Seaport/www.educators.mysticseaport.org
http://www.wildaboutwhales.com.au/whales-facts/whales-in-australia
http://youtu.be/QxL-pylFXmE
http://www.whoi.edu/
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/community/2008/07/22/issues/whaling-the-meat-of-the-matter/%23.UgqWCJKTjy4
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/community/2008/07/22/issues/whaling-the-meat-of-the-matter/%23.UgqWCJKTjy4
http://www.dailyinfographic.com/whaling-industry-timeline-infographic
http://www.rianovosti.com/infographics/20100621/159509782.html

