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History Inquiry 
 

How do museums and museum objects like Sabino help us to evaluate 
the benefits and challenges of science and technological change in the 
20th century? 

 
Supporting Questions  
 
1. Why was Sabino built and how was she used over time? 
2. How was Sabino, and her technology, perceived historically and in 

her role as a museum object? 
3. How are boats like Sabino protected for future Americans? 
 
Common Core Standards:  

Reading for literacy in History/Social Studies - Standards 1, 3 7 
Writing for literacy in History/Social Studies - Standards 1, 7, 8 

Connecticut Social Studies Framework Indicators:   
a) Perspectives  
b) Change, Continuity and Context. 

 HIST 9–12.2 Analyze change and continuity in historical eras. 

 HIST 9–12.5 Analyze how historical contexts shaped and 

continue to shape people’s perspectives.  

 HIST 9–12.6 Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those 

writing history shaped the history that they produced.  

 HIST 9–12.7 Explain how the perspectives of people in the 

present shape interpretations of the past.  

 HIST 9–12.8 Analyze how current interpretations of the past are 

limited by the extent to which available historical sources 

represent perspectives of people at the time. 

Staging the Question  Show picture of three hulls of Sabino.1   Tell the 
students that these are all three the same boat.   See who can find the 
most differences between the pictures.  (See larger photos at end of this 
document.) 

Supporting Question 1 

Developing Context: Why was Sabino built and how was she used over 
time? 

                                                             
1
Jim Millinger.   The Steamer Sabino on Casco Bay 1927-1961.   The Log of Mystic Seaport.   Autumn 1995. 

 



 
Students investigate and place development of Sabino in historical context.    Create a measured timeline 
(each year or decade measures the same length) of American History matched with timeline of Sabino 
history.    Students identify “what was the Sabino doing at this time?” 
 
In the end, summarize how the work Sabino did (and where) between 1908 and 1958 reflect general 
economic and/or social events in the United States (or more specifically Maine) at the time? 
 
Source A: Overview history of Sabino: http://www.mysticseaport.org/locations/Sabino/    

Source B: Sabino Article http://www.fishermensvoice.com/archives/201508TheSabino.html  

Source C: Video including history and engine: http://stories.mysticseaport.org/Sabino/    

Supporting Question 2: Documenting our perceptions: was Sabino dirty and smelly, or was she 
smooth and pleasant to ride in the 1950s?    [use worksheet 1]    

Evaluate each of these sources for reliability and draw a conclusion about how people perceived the Sabino in 
the 1950s and the present.   This activity is inspired by Stanford History Education Group’s Evaluating Sources 
lesson.2 

 Is the source an eyewitness?   How does being an eyewitness shape the sources validity? 

 Is the source from the time period, or is it a memory? 

 

How do these views of the Sabino reflect changing technology? 

 When would a boat like Sabino seem like a new invention: exciting to ride and making lives better? 

 During the 1900s diesel engines became more popular because they were more efficient, and required 

fewer crew members.   Diesel engines were noisier but did not have the thick black smoke.   How 

would this change in technology affect visitor’s views of Sabino in the 1950s?   Today? 

Supporting Question 3: How are boats like Sabino protected for future Americans? [use worksheet 2] 
 
Preserving an artifact like a ship or a boat is a big undertaking.   Using the Mystic Seaport Blog, ask students 
to choose a picture that demonstrates the use of a skill they might learn in school: geometry, physics, wood-
working (using old technology or new), design (artistic and/or practical), etc.   Develop questions and query 
teachers in school for explanations.   Some students could research funding for this work.   Finally, students 
determine which are the key steps, and in which order, a restoration like this happens.   Following are some 
sample pictures that could be used, but there are many more available online. 
 

Summative Performance Task 

ARGUMENT:  Should Sabino be used to transport visitors at the museum, or should it be displayed to 
preserve it? 

EXTENSION:  Write to Mystic Seaport education staff to either argue the Sabino’s use, or to inquire as 
to the Museum’s response to that question. 

 

 

 

                                                             
2 “Evaluating Sources.”   Intro to Historical Thinking.   Stamford History Education Group.   
https://sheg.stanford.edu/evaluating-sources   11 July 2016. 

http://www.mysticseaport.org/locations/sabino/
http://www.fishermensvoice.com/archives/201508TheSabino.html
http://stories.mysticseaport.org/sabino/
https://sheg.stanford.edu/evaluating-sources


Taking Informed Action 

 

Understand: historic objects reflect the time in which they were made and used; they inform us about 
life in the past. 

Assess the value of objects like the Sabino: how does knowing about her help us to understand our 
country and its history? 

Act Visit a local museum to see and support their work preserving history. 

 

  

 

 

 


