
 

Worksheet 1: Perspectives 

Steamship Sabino: Modestly Serving the Community 

Original content by: Kate O’Mara 

Was Sabino dirty and smelly, or was she smooth and pleasant to ride in the 1950s?     

Evaluate each of these sources for reliability and draw a conclusion about how people perceived the Sabino in 
the 1950s and the present.   This activity is inspired by Stanford History Education Group’s Evaluating Sources 
lesson.1 

 Is the source an eyewitness?   How does being an eyewitness shape the sources validity? 

 Is the source from the time period, or is it a memory? 

 

How do these views of the Sabino reflect changing technology? 

 When would a boat like Sabino seem like a new invention: exciting to ride and making lives better? 

 During the 1900s diesel engines became more popular because they were more efficient, and required 

fewer crew members.   Diesel engines were noisier but did not have the thick black smoke.   How 

would this change in technology effect visitor’s views of Sabino in the 1950s?   Today? 

1. “People come to Portland just to ride the Sabino because of her steam power.... Many say they prefer it 
to Diesel power because it is smoother. Some confess they go to sleep. And if it happens to be cold 
going down the bay, they like to move to the enclosed lower deck where the boilers provide warmth”--
Portland Press Herald, Portland Maine, September 4, 1957.2 
 

2. "The quiet comfort of the steam engine made Sabino a favorite of the passengers on the all- day Bailey 
run." From a 1974 book published in 1974 by David Dodge, Gainor R. Akin, and Maynard Bray, 
Steamboat Sabino (published by Mystic Seaport Museum) p. 5.3    

 
3. About steamboats in general: Mrs. Lillian Hale of Newcastle, Maine, recalls watching the steamers 

come to meet the trains during World War I. "I'd be standing on the wharf, seeing the boat come in with 
a big black trail of smoke."4    
 

4. “Bay Lines’ officials have given no thought to retiring the old steamer because visitors select her for the 
all-day cruise to Bailey Island ‘because she is so quiet in operation,’”--The Portland Evening Express, 
September 19575 
 

5. Referring to The Portland Evening Express article, Jim Millinger reports in 1995 that there was no 
selection at the time--Sabino was the only boat provided for this trip.6    
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6. Around 1970 Bill Dunn wrote in his Casco Bay Steamboat Album “Because of her quietness underway, 
Sabino was one of the most popular excursion boats in the bay.” 7  
 

7. Jim Millinger reports in 1995 that a skipper told him he was scheduled to use one boat, but took the 

Sabino instead and tourists complained about the “smelly, dirty boat.”8  

 

8. “By 1958 all of the steamers of the C.B.L. had been replaced with the noisy and vibrating diesel-

powered steel tubs of the type that are operating there now. The days of the quiet and restful pleasure 

of the steamboat days were at an end.”9  Milton Sherman, on his blog for US Servicemen and Women 

who were stationed in Casco Bay during World War II. 

 

9. Referring to Milton Sherman quote on steel hulls above: “I agree and they were all terrible to handle in 

a wind.   It’s a matter of cost.   …  The current Aucocisco III is a replica of the old wooden steamships, 

and she is apparently an outstanding design.”   Bob Sawyer, Sr.   11 July 2016.   

 

10. “She is one of the last wooden steamers that were all over both coasts in the 19th century.   Today 

speed seems to be the necessity, we all have to be there yesterday.   No one can sit down and look at 

what is happening on the sea around them.  I have been through everything at sea and I find it a 

fascinating place of great fury and tranquility.    I do not like high speed, noisy, uncomfortable, nowhere 

to walk outside ….” Bob Sawyer, Sr., 2016.10 

 

11. Comparing Sabino’s Coal fired steam engine with the Nellie G Diesel Engines in the 1950s, Bob 

Sawyer, Sr., (Captain, Nellie G III, Casco Bay Lines, Summer 1956).11 

 

 Sabino Nellie G 

Sounds Quieter Diesel engines are always noisier 

Ease to start (turn on) 1st start coal fire with 

paper and maybe  

wood-chips; 2nd start 

engine after clearing 

water out of pistons. 

Just push a button 

Ease to fuel Need to load coal 

through center 

window (some 

pictures show the 

mark of coal above 

this window); need to 

shovel coal into 

engine when running. 

It burned diesel oil, not coal/wood 

Crew Five (Captain, 

Engineer, Fireman, 2 

deckhands) 

Two (Captain and Deckhand) 

Ease to pilot No difference No difference 
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Effect of tides on No difference Tides have less effect on the boat because the 

hull was flatter.  

Effect of wind on Generally, no effect. Wind could blow a flat bottomed boat 

uncontrollably, but the Nellie G had enough 

exposed keel to provide the some [sic] 

equivalent of a sailboat keel and not let her slip 

to the lee side. 

Compare to late 1940s 

brochure description of 

the Nellie G as a smooth-

sailing diesel powered 

passenger boat”12 

The Sabino was old, 

but had a small 

enclosed seating 

area [more 

comfortable when 

cool/windy] 

The Nellie G was new.   But, it was not as 

comfortable because there was not much deck 

area to walk.   The Nellie had below deck bow 

area which was somewhat claustrophobic and it 

wasn’t used much. 

 

Sabino Images 

1922-1928 

13 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
12

 Chris Otto, “Brochure for ‘Sightseeing Pleasure Tours of Portland Maine’.”    Papergreat: The World of Books, 
Ephemera and Knowledge, one piece of paper at a time.    27 March 
2012   http://www.papergreat.com/2012/03/brochure-for-sightseeing-pleasure-tours.html   8 July 2016 
13 Milton Sherman.  Sabino, ca. 1922-1928.  James E. Perkins photo courtesy Boothbay Region Historical Society. 

http://www.papergreat.com/2012/03/brochure-for-sightseeing-pleasure-tours.html


 

1950’s 
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2000’s at Mystic Seaport 
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